
 

2-3 OCTOBER 2018               
SABETTA, MOSCOW 
GECF WORKSHOP ON THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVANTAGES OF 
NATURAL GAS WITH A VISIT TO THE 
YAMAL LNG FACILITIES  
The Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) brings together 

the world’s leading natural gas producers and exporters. The 

main objective of the Forum is to promote the sustainable, 

efficient, and environmentally conscious development and use 

of natural gas resources, through cooperation and dialogue 

amongst GECF Member Countries and important stakeholders 

in the energy sector. The GECF works to ensure reliability and 

security in supply and demand for natural gas, through 

coordinated approaches to global energy market 

developments. In accordance with the GECF Long-Term 

Strategy and Five Year Working Plan, the ‘GECF Workshop on 

Environmental Advantages of Natural Gas’ is an opportunity 

for valuable networking and discussion on the capacity of 

natural gas resources to meet growing energy needs, while 

simultaneously supporting environmental, social and 

economic objectives.   
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GECF WORKSHOP ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVANTAGES OF NATURAL GAS WITH A VISIT TO 
THE YAMAL LNG FACILITIES  

 
Gas Exporting Countries Forum 

2 October 2018, Sabetta, Russian Federation  

Event of Russian Energy Week 2018 
 

 

8:00 – 13:30 Flight from Moscow (Vnukovo 3) to Sabetta  

  

13:45 – 14:30 A tour of Yamal LNG production facilities (central control room, 
LNG plant construction site), seaport (taking photos)  

  

14:45 – 15:45 Lunch  

  

16:00 – 18:00  Workshop 
 
Opening remarks by H.E. Yury P. Sentyurin, GECF Secretary 
General  

 Welcoming remarks from NOVATEK representative, a video on 
Yamal LNG  

 

 Session 1: The contribution of natural gas to energy 
transitions  

 Global gas markets have undergone significant transformations in 
recent years. The structure of suppliers and consumers has 
changed significantly, not least due to the development of LNG, 
which has diversified the energy landscape and led to the creation 
of niche and emerging markets. These dynamics highlight the 
increasing diversification that characterizes the global energy mix.  
These energy transitions are propelled by technology and policy 
drivers that underscore the continued need to meet growing 
energy demand, while simultaneously respecting environmental 
commitments. What are the major market and non-market forces 
contributing to structural changes in global energy systems? What 
countries and regions are expected to most significantly shape the 
future energy landscape? How will energy markets adjust to 
increased competition from alternative energy sources? What role 
will gas exporters play in the energy transition?  

  

 Coffee break  

  



 Session 2: Environmental and climate policies: challenges 
and opportunities for the natural gas industry  

 Countries’ increasing commitments to strengthen carbon 
mitigation efforts constitute important opportunities and challenges 
for natural gas, particularly if the energy policies enacted to meet 
Paris Agreement commitments adopt an anti-fossil fuel 
orientation. The large uncertainties imposed by policies in the 
post-Paris Agreement era, along with their potential outcomes, 
have prompted the development of scenarios that assess possible 
contributions from different energy sources. The role assigned to 
natural gas in these various forecasts is a matter of intense 
debate. Understanding policy trends and their concurrent impacts 
on energy markets, particularly natural gas markets, is of 
paramount importance when formulating appropriate responses 
by the gas industry. What are the key policy developments 
supporting the climate agenda? What are the opportunities and 
challenges imposed by these policies for natural gas 
markets? What are the potential effects of these policies on gas 
demand? To what extent can natural gas be a solution to meet 
environmental commitments? What are the levers that can be 
promoted to overcome the challenges facing natural gas? How 
can the gas industry best promote natural gas as a pathway to low 
carbon economies?   
 

  

 Concluding remarks by GECF 

  

19:30 – 20:30 Flight from Sabetta to Moscow (Vnukovo 3)   

 
 
 
October 3 marks the commencement of Russian Energy Week 2018 (REW 2018), 
which guests are encouraged to attend. For more information on REW 2018 and 
the accompanying programme, please visit: www.rusenergyweek.com/en/  
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INTERNATIONAL FORUM “RUSSIAN ENERGY WEEK”  

 

Gas Exporting Countries Forum  

3 October 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation 

 

  

Panel Session 1: Global Energy 2035: Overcoming Barriers And Consolidating 
Opportunities 

 The world today has entered the fourth industrial revolution: all 
aspects of life are changing, and energy is no exception. World 
energy markets are currently undergoing a profound 
transformation that is significantly changing the volume and 
structure of demand and leading to increased competition across 
the globe. Technological advances are only serving to increase 
the pace of change. Today’s key trends include the evolution of 
the energy mix in favour of cleaner sources; the increasingly 
prominent role played by the climate agenda (and consequently, 
the development of renewable energy sources); the all-pervading 
digitalization of life and the economy, and the development of 
technologies; and the globalization of the fuel and energy sector, 
and with it, the increasing accessibility of resources. And above 
all is the question of the petrol station versus the power outlet. 
What future awaits traditional energy? How can global energy 
security be ensured in a such a volatile economic and political 
climate? New opportunities and hidden threats associated with 
the fourth industrial revolution. How can new trends in the global 
energy market be predicted? The implementation of new energy 
resource extraction and production technologies to maintain 
competitiveness. The current status in Russia. Gas as a solution 
to the issue of climate change and an alternative to renewable 
energy sources in the near future. The sustainable energy of the 
future’s fuel mix: Russia and the world. Current threats to the oil 
demand. Tackling energy poverty and increasing energy access 
across the globe 

  

Plenary Session Main plenary session – opening of the Forum 

  

Panel Session 2: The Global Gas Market in 2030 

 According to forecasts made by major market analysts, gas will 
remain the only fossil fuel in the foreseeable future to 
successfully compete with renewable energy sources in terms of 
growth in consumption, and to increase its share in the energy 
mix. Technological progress and the globalization of the LNG 



market has made gas accessible throughout the world and led to 
an increase in the number of consumers. However, the 
increasing role played by gas in the global economy is resulting in 
the politicization of gas markets, leading to problems for investors 
and consumers alike. Will the global gas market be able to 
develop mechanisms to protect itself from political pressure? Is 
the gas market susceptible to a new wave of regionalization? Can 
LNG compete with pipeline gas on equal terms? Will the gas 
market be able to disassociate itself from the oil market? What 
technologies will help gas compete successfully with renewable 
energy sources and nuclear energy? 

  

Panel Session 3: Geopolitical Scenarios and Energy: The New Reality 

 Geopolitics is beginning to play an increasingly significant role in 
energy. This cannot but affect the predictability and manageability 
of processes on global energy markets, thereby giving rise to a 
new reality. What specific threats may arise, and given the 
current climate, is the requirement for sustainability in global 
energy development achievable, or mere fantasy? Who should 
determine the pathways of such development? After all, in 20 
years, countries outside the OECD will account for two thirds of 
world energy consumption, according to current assessments. Do 
traditional sampling studies of separate development scenarios 
help? In the current environment, should energy scenarios not be 
assigned a greater role and significance when drawing up 
responsible and practical recommendations in energy? Has the 
time come to discuss the creation of an early strategic warning 
system to identify and counter threats on the pathway to 
sustainable energy development? How will open, multilateral 
dialogue between leading international experts in global energy 
forecasting and analysis help to solve these issues? 

  

Panel Session 4: Identifying a Strategy to Succeed on the Global 
Petrochemical Market 

 The petrochemical industry is growing apace – at twice the rate of 
global GDP. At the same time, this growth has a strongly 
pronounced regional differentiation in terms of raw materials and 
output. Countries without an extensive resource base, such as 
those in the EU as well as Japan and South Korea are seeing 
growth in light-duty production with a considerable innovative 
component based on naphtha. In the Middle East, USA and 
several other countries, the sector’s growth comes from major 
projects based on natural gas processing. In China, coal and 
coalbed methane are widely used in the petrochemical industry. 
Countries are applying various mechanisms to regulate and 
encourage growth of the industry, and are increasing their 



competitiveness in various product niches. Why is it that the 
strategies of countries with fewer resources bring greater 
economic results? What measures to foster growth of the industry 
will result in the greatest economic benefit from cheap 
commodities? What restrictions are hindering Russian producers 
from increasing their competitiveness in global petrochemical 
markets? What can the government do to help develop 
petrochemical clusters? What are the prospects of new projects 
in the East of Russia? What infrastructure do Russian 
petrochemical companies lack? 
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